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From the Editor of the Volume
The present volume contains a series of articles that make up the aftermatch of the Po-
lish-Hungarian Conference on legal history that was held in Cracow, 23–24 September 
2007. The Conference was devoted to the constitutional developments in the Habsburg 
monarchy in the last decades before its fall. In the reports that were delivered on this 
occasion a strong emphasis was laid on the constitutional liberalism characteristic of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire, and consequently – of the elements of Rechtsstaat detectable 
in this organism. 
The readers of the present volume may ﬁ nd a considerable range of problems dis-
cussed in the respective papers. Thus the article by István Kajtár depicts the silhouette of 
Andor Csizmadia, an outstanding legal historian whose research was, to a large extent, 
devoted to the constitutional evolution of the Habsburg empire in the era of dualism 
that followed 1867. The papers by Krisztina Korsósné and Andrzej Dziadzio focus, in 
their turn, on the description of the symptoms of Rechtsstaat in the judiciary both in 
the Hungarian and the Austrian parts of the monarchy. An interesting image of relation-
ships between State and Church in the Hungarian part of the dualistic state is presented 
in the article written by Eszter Herger. Zsuzsanna Peres, in her turn, explores in her 
paper the succession law of the epoch, and in that context analyses the instrument of 
ﬁ deicomissum and its contribution to the survival of Hungarian national heritage. A few 
articles of the volume may be qualiﬁ ed as Polonica since Polish issues are pushed to the 
foreground in them. Thus the article by Kazimierz Baran discusses the intrinsic game 
that Józef Piłsudski played with Austria which was the most liberal partitioner at that 
time, the game being designed to restore Poland’s independent statehood. The paper by 
Grzegorz Kowalski, in its turn, demonstrates the large proportion of emigration liberty 
conferred on the inhabitants of Galicia and derived from the guaranties provided for by 
the December Constitution. The rustical relationships resembling those of serfdom and 
detectable in the Polish part of Spisz after the end of World War I are the subject-matter 
of the article by Władyslaw Pęksa. These relationships were reminiscent of the lord-
peasant relationships that could be previously found in some areas of the Hungarian part 
of the Habsburg monarchy. And eventually the paper by Marian Małecki makes up an 
interesting contribution to the question of vitality of the royalistic constitutional concept 
as a possible option for Poland upon the end of World War I. 
